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 John Adams-  Federalist 
            Born in  Massachusetts 
            Harvard educated lawyer


Incumbent President
 

· Patriot during the Revolution 

· Served as a delegate to the First and Second Continental Congresses, 

· He was a leader in the movement for independence from Great Britain 

· Helped negotiate the Treaty of Paris that ended the Revolutionary war. 

· 1785 to 1788 he was Ambassador to Great Britain 

· Elected Vice President under George Washington. 

· Elected President in 1796 

· Passed the Alien Acts designed discourage immigration from France, to cut of the flow of French Catholics entering the U.S.,  and to keep newly arrived immigrants from voting for Democratic-Republican candidates 

· Passed the Sedition Acts intended to silence political opponents especially newspaper editors, and Republican critics. 

· Promotes the development of industry and manufacturing in the United States 

· Wants to strengthen ties to Great Britain
· Kept the U.S.  out of war with France
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Thomas Jefferson- Democratic-Republican 
        Born in Virginia 
        Planter/Inventor 
        Slave Owner   

· Studied at the College of William and Mary 

· Member of the Second Continental Congress 

· Writer of the Declaration of Independence 

· Governor of Virginia during the Revolutionary war 

· Made Ambassador to France in 1785 

· He wrote a bill establishing religious freedom in Virginia that was enacted in 1786. 

· First Secretary of State under President Washington 

· Became Vice President under John Adams in 1796 

· Believes that the people have the right to rebel when government abuses it's power 

· On Shays' Rebellion (and the Whiskey Rebellion) he stated "I hold that a little rebellion from time to time is a good thing" 

· Favors strong state governments and a weak national government 

· Wrote the "Kentucky Resolves" which stated that the Sedition Act passed by John Adams was unconstitutional 

· Favors agriculture over industry 

· Wants to strengthen ties to France.  Supports the ideas behind the French Revolution. 
