Instructions from Thomas Jefferson to Meriwether Lewis 

From a letter sent in 1803

...The object of your mission is to explore the Missouri river, & such principal stream of it, as, by it's course & communication with the water of the Pacific Ocean may offer the most direct & practicable water communication across this continent, for the purposes of commerce [trade] 

Beginning at the mouth of the Missouri, you will take observations of latitude and longitude at all remarkable points on the river, & especially at the mouths of rivers, at rapids, at islands & other places & objects distinguished by such natural marks & characters of a durable kind, as that they may with certainty be recognized hereafter. 

The interesting points of the portage [where the boats need to be carried] between the heads of the Missouri & the water offering the best communication with the Pacific Ocean should be fixed by observation & the course of that water to the ocean, in the same manner as that of the Missouri. 

Your observations are to be taken with great pains & accuracy, to be entered distinctly, & intelligibly for others as well as yourself....  Several copies of these as well as of your other notes, should be made at leisure times 

The commerce [trade] which may be carried on with the people [Indians] inhabiting the line you will pursue, renders a knowledge of these people important. You will therefore endeavor to make yourself acquainted, as far as a diligent pursuit of your journey shall admit. with the names of the nations & their numbers; the extent & limits of their possessions; their relations with other tribes or nations; their language, traditions, monuments; their ordinary occupations in agriculture, fishing, hunting, war, arts, & the implements for these; their food, clothing, & domestic accommodations;...  their laws, customs ...; and articles of commerce. And considering the interest which every nation has in extending & strengthening the authority of reason & justice among the people around them, it will be useful to acquire what knowledge you can of the state of morality, religion & information among them, as it may better enable those who endeavor to civilize & instruct them, to adapt their measures to the existing notions & practices of those on whom they are to operate. 

Other objects worthy of notice will be the soil & face of the country, its growth & vegetable productions; especially those not of the U.S. the animals of the country generally, & especially those not known in the U.S.  ... climate as characterized by the thermometer, by the proportion of rainy, cloudy & clear days, by lightening, hail, snow, ice, by the access & recess of frost, by the winds, prevailing at different seasons, the dates at which particular plants put forth or lose their flowers, or leaf, times of appearance of particular birds, reptiles or insects. 

In all your [interactions] with the natives treat them in the most friendly  manner..., make them acquainted with the ... peaceable & commercial dispositions of the U.S., of our wish to be neighborly, friendly & useful to them, & of our dispositions to a commercial intercourse [to be trade partners ] with them... 

Carry with you some matter of the kine-pox[small pox vaccination], inform those of them[the Indians] with whom you may be of it's [effectiveness] as a preservative from the small-pox; and instruct & encourage them in the use of it. This may be especially done wherever you may [spend the ] winter. 

Given under my hand at the city of Washington, this 20th day of June, 1803. 

Thomas Jefferson 
CONTINUED(
NAME_____________________________________________

•
Use the primary source (Jefferson’s letter to Lewis) to answer these questions

•
Answer these questions IN YOUR OWN WORDS.

•
Underline the line or quote in the letter that proves your answer (your evidence)

1. According to Jefferson’s instructions, what was the main objective of the Lewis and Clark  Expedition?
2.
According to this letter, what did Jefferson want to know about the Indians?  Why?
3.
Besides the Indians, what other observations did Jefferson want Lewis to make note of?

4.
In what way did Jefferson hope that the expedition might be able to help the Indians they met?

